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Researchers agree the extent to which a person takes ownership is governed by three basic needs: the need for competence, relatedness, and autonomy. Students must see value and feel competent enough to comply to be engaged in a task. “Participants not only need to feel competent to accomplish the task; they should also recognize the worthiness of the task.”  This research indicates the understanding of motivation is essential when designing effectual instruction. They also maintain, “It follows that motivation plays a crucial role in promoting quality learning, and that students’ motivation to participate thoughtfully in online discussions likely affects their actual effort investment to produce in-depth postings.”

