
Women’s suffrage was the first step toward equality of the sexes. A loud gesture, it shook the foundation of a male dominent society (Linder. 2001. 1-3). Susan B. Anthony was influenced by the Quaker theology that both sexes were equal in the eyes of God. She was a serious temperance activist, author, abolitionist, and suffarage supporter. She never married saying she didn’t want to trade her service for a broom and a mop. Joined by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Anthony became dedicated to women’s voting rights. 

In 1872, Anthony registered in a Rochester, New York election. Four days later, she voted and was arrested, for the illegal infraction. During the trial, she was never allowed to speak on her behalf and found guilty. Anthony was fined $100, which she never paid. The trial only gave her more notoriety as she used the event as a podium for all who would listen. 

Anthony presented a constitutional amendment in 1878 and again for the next 41 years. Her last speaking appearince was a month before she died in 1906, where she stated that they would not fail. Unfortunately, she never realized the world we know for the nineteenth amendment did not pass until 1920. Now, women can’t imagine a world without it. One can only say thanks for not faltering when threatened, attacked, and burned in effigy. 
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